
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 

Kiwanis Makes Good on Endowment Promise, 
Gifts $296,000 to Local Youth Health Initiatives in 2020 

 

KELOWNA, BC, – November 243, 

2020.  From upgrades to the pediatric 

department at Kelowna General 

Hospital to a mobile solution to better 

serve youth struggling with their 

mental health, the KGH Foundation 

Kiwanis Legacy Endowment Fund 

has disbursed $296,000 in support of 

local children and youth healthcare 

initiatives.  

In 2020, the Kiwanis Legacy 

Endowment committee was able to 

approve six grants for funding with a 

focus on supporting mental health 

initiatives, including; 

Canadian Mental Health 

Association – Foundry 

Mobile to support  the 

purchase of a first of its kind, mobile health vehicle to allow youth aged 12-24 to access 

mental health and health care services where they are from West Kelowna to Lake 

Country.   

Child Advocacy Centre to fund the acquisition of an on-site designated Trauma 

Support Coordinator/Counsellor, specifically to support children under the age of 10. 

The Bridge Youth & Family Services to support the Beyond the Blues program, 

which provides specific supports to new mothers suffering from postpartum depression 

and anxiety. 

KGH Pediatric Department to purchase clinical grade furnishings for the pediatric 

common spaces, specifically to support adolescent mental health patients.  

Kiwanis Legacy Fund committee with KGH Foundation staff 

members (Mischa Mueller, Eric Reitsma, Jane Stockell, Doug 

Rankmore, Wendy Falkowski, Bob Bissell) and former KGH 

Foundation Chair Peter MacPherson; not pictured Marion 

MacNeil (archival photo 2017). 

 



KGH Adolescent Psychiatric Unit to purchase  sensory space equipment to support 

youth in need of sensory clinical interventions, plus additional funding for ‘Coping Kits’ 

for those needing resources for emotional and behavioural regulation. 

BrainTrust Canada Association to continue to support the Youth Concussion Clinic, 

which facilitates immediate access to medically supervised, acute concussion care for 

local children who might  not otherwise be able to benefit from this support due to 

financial barriers.  

 

The Kiwanis Legacy Endowment Fund was established in 2017 following the sale of the Kiwanis 

Tower. Annual proceeds from the historic $4 million endowment gifted to the KGH Foundation 

are dedicated to supporting local healthcare programs and projects to benefit the Central 

Okanagan’s children and youth.  

 
Since 1978, the KGH Foundation has worked with a generous community to raise funds to support world-class 
healthcare close to home for a rapidly expanding and diverse population in the interior of B.C.  Today, the KGH 

Foundation is the lead fundraising organization for Kelowna General Hospital and its associated facilities, 
JoeAnna’s House and Central Okanagan Hospice House. 
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