
 WE DID IT! 
THANKS TO YOU 

 

 



 

 

Thanks to your very generous support 

of the Be a Lifesaver capital campaign, 

Kelowna General Hospital can now 

provide the best world-class medical 

care ever seen in the Interior of British 

Columbia, rivalling any major centre 

across Canada. 

The new Interior Heart and Surgical 

Centre (IHSC) at KGH opened 

successfully on September 28, and is 

now providing specialized surgical 

services to the 750,000 residents of 

the Southern Interior region. 

Your contribution in support of the Be 

a Lifesaver campaign is an investment 

in health care for all those who call 

this region their home.   

Because of your generosity we raised 

over $12 million to purchase advanced 

surgical equipment and patient 

comfort items not available through 

provincial public funding. You have 

enhanced patient care in our region, 

and have directly improved the quality 

of life in our community. 

Your gift ensured the IHSC opened 

fully outfitted with the critical state of-

the-art equipment that is required to 

save lives; and for that we are forever 

grateful.  

With sincere gratitude,  

 

 

Doug Rankmore 

CEO, KGH Foundation 

 

THANK YOU… 

Kelowna General Hospital with 

the new Interior Heart & 

Surgical Centre 

“When I save the life of a 

patient because of the 

equipment that donors have 

provided – it is like they are in 

the operating room with us     

as part of the team, because   

we could not do that       

without them.” 

– Dr. Guy Fradet  

Medical Director,  

IH Cardiac Science Program 



 

The new Interior Heart & Surgical Centre 

(IHSC) at KGH is home to one of the 

most technical and advanced surgical 

suites in the country – the Hybrid 

Operating Room. 

Considered a game-changer in 

healthcare, the Hybrid OR creates 

unprecedented opportunities for 

innovation in surgical approaches and 

procedures that physicians could only 

dream of in the past. In the words of Dr. 

Stephan Mostowy, Vascular Surgeon at 

KGH, “The Hybrid OR allows us to do 

things we’ve never been able to do 

before. When I think about the best 

possible future – it’s already here.”  

At a cost of $4 million, the Hybrid OR 

was entirely funded through the 

generosity of our community. Without 

this support, patients and their families 

would require to travel to Vancouver or 

Victoria to receive the care we can now 

provide here at home.  

On November 10, 2015, the Hybrid OR 

hosted its first patients. Vascular 

surgeons, like Dr. Mostowy, are the first 

to make use of the new OR performing 

an average of seven surgeries per week.  

With the guidance of Be a Lifesaver 

campaign co-chairs Dr. Gary Goplen and 

Dr. Guy Fradet, their leadership team, 

and unwavering support from donors 

like you, KGH  now has the most 

comprehensive single-site full-service 

surgical program in B.C. Thank you! 

 

Your gifts matter. 

IHSC  FACTS 

• 15 OPERATING ROOMS FOR 12 

SURGICAL SPECIALTIES, 

INCLUDING THE HYBRID OR 

• 42 NEW PRIVATE PRE-OP &  DAY 

SURGERY RECOVERY BAYS 

• 8 CARDIAC SURGERY INTENSIVE 

CARE UNIT PRIVATE ROOMS 

• 22 POST-ANESTHETIC RECOVERY 

ROOM BAYS 

• 4X LARGER MEDICAL DEVICE 

REPROCESSING FOR SURGICAL 

EQUIPMENT STERILIZATION 

• 20 MINUTES TRANSITION TIME 

BETWEEN SURGERIES TO REDUCE 

WAITLISTS 

 

advancing KGH 

WORLD CLASS CARE 

Open Heart Surgery at KGH 



 

 

The equipment supplied through the 

Be a Lifesaver campaign is now 

available to the surgical teams. In the 

first eight months of operation, over 

6,750 surgical cases have been 

performed in the new IHSC. This 

includes 517 cardiac surgeries, of 

which 368 were open-heart 

procedures, such as coronary artery 

bypass grafts (CABG) or heart valve 

replacements. Your gift has supported 

the following life-saving equipment:  

• $4M Hybrid Operating Room – over 

180 surgeries have been completed in 

the first six months 

• Surgical Equipment – state-of-the-art 

equipment for neurosurgery, urology, 

plastic and orthopedic surgery  

• Imaging System for Urology – 

combines patient table with imaging 

technology to display entire abdomen 

in a single image, resulting in fewer    

x-rays and faster diagnosis  

• Navigational System for 

Neurosurgery & Earn-Nose-Throat 

Surgery – enables surgeons to visualize 

patient’s anatomy, and perform safer 

and more precise procedures 

• Specialized surgical tables for Ortho 

Trauma and spine table for 

Neurosurgery 

• MALDI-TOF Mass Spectrometer for 

Lab – next generation of technology 

for microbial identification 

• Cavitron Ultrasound for Neuro and 

General Surgery 

• Microscopes for Plastic and 

Neurosurgery 

 

THE IMPACT of your generosity 

 

Be a Lifesaver Campaign donor 

recognition wall in IHSC  

 

YOUR GIFT 
RECOGNITION 

• SPECIAL DONOR WALL IN THE 

NEW INTERIOR HEART AND 

SURGICAL CENTRE 
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October 31, 2013 – Launch of     

Be a Lifesaver campaign  

October 2013 – Supper with the 

Surgeons dinner 

September 2014 - Heart of Gold 

Gala raised over $1 million  

May 2015 – Heartfelt in the 

Vineyard dinner 

Spring & Summer 2015 – Tours 

of Interior Heart & Surgical 

Centre  

August 18, 2015 – Be a Lifesaver 

campaign wrap-up event  

September 28, 2015 – IHSC 

officially opened 

March 6, 2016 – Opening of 

Perinatal unit on 4th floor of 

IHSC  

Relive the memories of the 

magical 2014 Heart of Gold Gala 

with a stunning highlight reel… 

Enjoy the inspiring remarks from 

the Be a Lifesaver wrap-up event 

or and witness a life-saving 

emergency angioplasty 

performed at KGH… 

on our YouTube channel at 

www.youtube.com/KGHFoundation 

 

Thank you for sharing these 

special moments with us and 

creating memories together. 
 

 

sharing memories at KGH    
CELEBRATING TOGETHER 

The award-winning Heart of Gold 

Gala on September 6, 2014  

 

http://www.youtube.com/KGHFoundation


 

 

 

 

 

thank you for your support 


