
The Rutland Hospital Auxiliary’s Thri� Shop 

has come a long way from their original 

loca�on in the old Corner Pin bowling alley 

and their first dona�on of $177.68. 

The Shop recently celebrated its 50
th
 and has 

contributed a whopping $3.5 million over the 

years to improving health care in our 

community. 

The KGH Founda�on is an independent, volunteer-driven 

charitable organiza�on commi�ed to enhancing the delivery of 

health care to the pa�ents of Kelowna General Hospital and its 

associated facili�es. 

our mission >>> 

 

A gi$ to the KGH Founda�on makes a real difference. 

Your support changes lives—every day.   

Thank you for making our community a be�er place to live. 

our thanks >>> 

1322745 

Rutland Hospital Auxiliary Thri$ 
Shop Celebrates 50 Years 

Heather Merrick, Mayor Walter Gray & Ben Lee cut the cake 

This Auxiliary began in 1963 and to 

see it build and build over those years 

to this level is a huge accomplishment 

for all the Auxiliary volunteers and the 

community suppor�ng us.”  

Heather Merrick 

President, Rutland Hospital Auxiliary 

The anniversary celebra�on included a 

dona�on of $290,000 toward the Be a 

Lifesaver campaign in support of the new 

Interior Heart & Surgical Centre. 

As Ken Burrows, Interior Health Board 

Member put it, “the Rutland Auxiliary has put 

caring for other people first."  

“ 
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Canada’s Most Equipped 
Trauma Room Opens at KGH  

With a $1 million gi�, a new state-

of-the-art trauma room, the Fipke 

Advanced Suite for Trauma (FAST), 

is now saving lives at KGH.  17% of 

the 64,000 people seen each year 

in the Emergency Department will 

benefit from the advanced level of 

care provided by the FAST. 

This generous dona�on allowed for 

the purchase of many specialized, 

advanced medical systems. The 

new hyper/hypothermia system 

has the ability to warm trauma and 

hypothermia pa�ents at a 

controlled rate but can also provide 

cooling therapy for cardiac arrest 

pa�ents with precise temperature 

control. 

The digital radiology system is a 

portable, wireless flat-panel system 

that provides greater flexibility in 

capturing X-rays and delivering the 

images significantly faster than 

other systems.  

FAST is also equipped with a 

resuscita�on cart, respiratory cart 

and difficult airway cart. 

“It gives me goose bumps to be 

able to provide care for pa�ents 

with the capabili�es of this new 

advanced trauma room,” says Dr. 

Paul Linden, Clinical Medical 

Director for Trauma Services at 

KGH. “Charles Fipke’s gi� will save 

trauma pa�ents and provide 

unprecedented educa�on to the 

next genera�on of medical 

professionals.”  

This new addi�on to KGH’s 

Emergency Department will 

enhance both pa�ent care and 

academic training to the students 

of the Southern Medical Program.  

The KGH Founda�on and UBC 

Faculty of Medicine are grateful to 

Charles E. Fipke for his generous 

commitment to moving medicine 

forward in the Okanagan. 

The Dyck family – Maci, Molly, WyaN, Tessa, Kara & Mike - 

decided that their New Year’s resolu�on for 2013 was to 

fundraise $500 for the NeoNatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at 

KGH.   

A�er a busy year of boNle drives, lemonade & bake stands, 

garage sales and driveway shoveling, they handed over a jar full 

of cash and their homemade card.  They excitedly announced 

that they had surpassed their goal and managed to raise $610.02. 

When asked if they would like their gi� to go to a specific area, 

mom Kara said “Molly and Tessa [twins] were cared for briefly in 

the NICU.  It has an extra special meaning to our family”. 

Following a tour of a delivery room up on 3 West, Kara also 

shared “the kids learned a great deal during this year with this 

goal set before them.  And their hearts are preNy full right now!” 

Kids Helped Kids in 2013  

Kara, Mike, Maci, Molly, Wya� & Tessa    

I was inspired by the quality of doctors 

at Kelowna General Hospital and 

wanted to give the Emergency 

Department medical team the best 

trauma unit in Canada. And I want to 

encourage others to give also.”  

 Charles E. Fipke  

A demonstra'on of the Fipke Advanced Trauma Suite 

“ 

The recent expansion at our hospital has meant much needed 

space became available to expand the Pediatric unit. 

This new, child-friendly space includes four exam rooms, a 

medical student learning space, a physician’s office, a wai�ng 

room and a video-conferencing room.  The ul�mate goal is to 

provide pediatric care in the right place, at the right �me. 

Benefits include: 

♦ Centralized subspecialty clinics—all pediatric programs 

including cardiology, neurology, gene�cs and hemophilia 

are offered in an environment specifically designed for 

kids. 

♦ Urgent pediatric referral space—the expansion alleviates 

conges�on in the Emergency Department and provides 

children with a space built for their specific and unique 

needs. 

♦ Be<er teaching space—third year medical students will 

benefit as they spend �me in the Southern Medical 

Program’s pediatric rota�on. 

♦ A telehealth room and equipment—used to facilitate 

“virtual” follow-up visits and assessments by the 

Neurology Specialty Team at BC Children’s, this prevents 

the need for families to travel to Vancouver. 

 

Department Expansion Ensures Kids get 
Care in the Right Place at the Right Time 

 

Thank you to those who have supported  

pediatric care through the expansion! 
 

 
The Sandman Harvest 

Golf Tournament 

donated $50,000 from 

the proceeds of their 

event in July whose 

guest list included a 

host of NHL stars. 

Through the Starlight 

Children’s Founda�on, 

each year Toys ‘R Us 

sells ‘stars’ to their 

customers to benefit 

children in their 

community.  This year a 

$2,000 grant was 

provided to purchase 

an interac�ve play table 

for the wai�ng room.  

The Kelowna Shrine 

Club No. 15 has been 

a long�me supporter, 

dona�ng to the 

hospital since 1989. 

They gave $2,625 for 

the expansion for a 

pediatric weigh scale 

& exam table. 

Medical Student Grateful for Scholarship 

You have truly made an impact on my financial strain, and I am forever grateful.  

When I am a prac�cing physician in the future, I hope to be working in the Okanagan, 

giving back to the communi�es that inspired me to pursue medicine in the first place, 

and when I am able I plan on dona�ng to students just as you have done.  Thank you 

so much for your support and inspira�on.”  

 

Each year the KGH Founda�on issues a scholarship to a deserving medical student in the UBC Faculty of Medicine’s Southern 

Medical Program.  This year’s recipient, a second-year student from Vernon, sent a very kind leNer of gra�tude. 

“ 

James Powell 



 
 

 

Be a Lifesaver’s mission is to ensure the Interior Heart & Surgical Centre opens fully ouCi�ed 

with the cri�cal state-of-the-art equipment and support it needs to improve and save lives. 

This was my second open heart 

surgery. The first was at VGH 

where I received a bioprose'c 

valve. Five years later it began 

to fail. I could have had it 

redone in Vancouver sooner, 

but I chose to have a new 

mechanical valve at KGH. I 

couldn’t be happier.  

Everyone I met during my 

surgery provided care, second 

to none. 

When I woke in ICU, I already 

felt be�er. Beyond comparing 

old and new valves, I 

experienced the benefit of 

cardiac care close to home. A 

simple but profound moment 

was knowing my wife did not 

have to drive the connector in 

winter condi'ons.  

Being able to stay in the region and receive outstanding surgical care is a real boost. It’s a 

new program, with an excellent start. I was extremely impressed with everything.” 

Roger Watson, Open Heart Surgery 

The New IHSC 
The KGH Founda�on recently launched its largest ever fundraising 

campaign, Be a Lifesaver, in support of the new Interior Heart & Surgical 

Centre (IHSC).   

This IHSC will save pa�ents lives within the Interior Health community by 

providing �mely access to advanced services. Pa�ents will no longer 

have to travel to the Lower Mainland for care.  

The IHSC will give pa�ents beNer access to care, reduce the �me they 

spend in hospital, get them back to their daily lives faster and increase 

the �me they spend with loved ones. 

The IHSC will be the permanent home for the first cardiac surgery 

program in the Interior of BC. Every year, 1,600 pa�ents will receive 

cardiac care and 600 open-heart procedures will improve and save lives.  

Yet, the IHSC is more than just a cardiac centre. It is a fully integrated 

cri�cal care facility with 15 new opera�ng rooms, pre-op and day care 

surgery area, post-op recovery room, cardiac surgery intensive care unit 

and medical device reprocessing department.  

Through its affilia�on with the Southern Interior Medical Program, the 

IHSC will also support the training of surgeons and physicians. Its ter�ary 

teaching facility will allow residents to be trained using the most current 

equipment and techniques.  

For more informa�on and to see an open heart surgery, visit:  

bealifesaver.net 

Thanks to a generous, anonymous donor we 

are 3/4 of the way to having a Hybrid 

Opera�ng Room at KGH and more than 

halfway to the campaign’s goal of $12 million. 

Hybrid ORs allow surgeons, other physicians, 

and the health care team to perform 

combined open, minimally invasive, live image

-guided and/or catheter-based procedures in 

an opera�ve seXng.  

These interdisciplinary, mul�func�onal rooms 

bring technology to the pa�ent and maximize 

their access to state-of-the-art technology in a 

less invasive seXng. These technologies create 

opportuni�es for surgical approaches and 

procedures that were once unimaginable.  

Hybrid ORs also provide a plaYorm for training 

the next genera�on of cardiothoracic 

surgeons, fostering the ability to think of new 

and different ways to care for pa�ents 

requiring complex procedures. 

And thanks to a $3 million gi�, we only need 

to raise $1 million more to make this 

remarkable, specialized OR a reality  

The Hybrid OR will help to improve pa�ent 

care and save lives by crea�ng the highest 

level of medical care ever seen in the BC 

Interior. 

My ini'al thought was other people get cancer. Nobody likes to 

think they will get it. But I can tell you when it gets removed it 

feels really good. 

With no addi'onal treatments needed, I was cancer free and 

started to heal really quickly.  During my stay, I joked with my 

son that I had gone to great lengths to spend 'me with him.  

New Hybrid OR Almost a Reality 
Thanks to $3 million Gi$ 

The new Hybrid Opera�ng Room will:   
♦ Eliminate travel to the Lower Mainland for cri�cally ill pa�ents,  

♦ Increase KGH’s ability to a<ract world class cardiac, thoracic and 

vascular surgeons,  

♦ Decrease probability of infec�on and length of stay for pa�ents, and 

♦ Save lives due to elimina�ng delays in cri�cal procedures. 

Dr. Guy Fradet performing open heart surgery 

“ 

As a 3rd year medical student, not only does Tyler spend a 

wealth of 'me learning from today’s surgeons, it’s his dream to 

become one and con'nue surgical advancements.    

My kidney cancer was removed with three �ny 

incisions using minimally invasive exper�se that un�l 

recently was only available in the Lower Mainland.” 

Gordon Omeis, Cancer Surgery 

Gordon and Tyler Omeis 

“ 

Contact: 

Natalie Walstrom  

Senior Development Manager 

250-862-4300 local 7008 

natalie.walstrom@interiorhealth.ca 



Grant Thornton  

Paints the Town 
What does 1,048 colourful runners, 217 energe�c 

volunteers and an incredible community of generous 

supporters equal?  Over $100,000 raised for pa�ent care at 

KGH and a whole loNa fun! 

On Saturday, September 21
st
 the first ever Grant Thornton 

Run in Colour took place. A five kilometer event for 

everyone, the focus was on making a contribu�on by 

having a great �me with family and friends.  The runners 

started at Waterfront Park wearing white and passed 

through four zones where they were doused in powdered 

colour, ending their run in an explosion of colour at the 

wrap-up celebra�on. 

And it was all made possible thanks to Grant Thornton’s gi� 

of $30,000 and their incredible team of volunteers. 

The Grant Thornton team is thrilled to be the �tle 

sponsor for such a fun, family oriented event in 

support of such a great cause. We are pleased to 

be able to extend our great team spirit and 

display our ongoing passion for our community.”  

Paul Gallo 

Partner at Grant Thornton 

Looking for a way to reduce your taxes and 

help at the same �me? 

A gi� of securi�es may be the answer. 

A capital gain that you would otherwise 

have on the sale of securi�es listed on 

prescribed stock exchanges is eliminated 

when you donate the securi�es to the KGH 

Founda�on.  This provision will save you the 

income taxes that would have been payable 

on the gain.  Your dona�on is the market 

value of the securi�es, and your charitable 

ways to give >>> 

Gi$s of Securi�es 

Diane Paterson 

Manager of Gi� Planning 

250-862-4300 local 7011 

diane.paterson 

@interiorhealth.ca 

“ 

Don’t miss out on the next round of colourful fun on 

Saturday, September 20
th 
2014!  Keep up to date at:  

5krunincolour.com 

“ 

tax receipt for this amount gives you tax 

credits of 43.5% of that value. 

Your gi� will help to ensure Kelowna 

General Hospital has today’s advanced 

equipment  to help change and save lives. 

For more details, contact: 

With stock markets at or near 

record highs, now is a great 

�me to give and reduce your 

2014 income tax.”  

Bill Corbe� 

Chartered Accountant &  

KGH Founda'on Director 

The Lightbodys do it Again! 

A pa'ent arrives in the emergency 

room presen'ng with a high fever and 

low blood pressure. Doctors suspect a 

bloodstream infec'on and admit him 

to intensive care for close monitoring. 

He is immediately 

started on a general 

an'bio'c; a targeted 

an'bio'c treatment 

cannot be administered 

un'l the specific 

infec'on is confirmed.  

Previously, the specific 

bacteria iden�fica�on 

would have taken one 

to three days to process 

and the pa�ent may 

have become extremely 

ill.  Now, with the recent acquisi�on 

of the MALDI-TOF, a mass 

spectrophotometer that uses lasers to 

provide extremely rapid and accurate 

tes�ng, cri�cal informa�on can be in 

the hands of physicians within an 

hour. The significant reduc�on in 

processing �me will improve pa�ent 

care and saves lives.   

In addi�on to saving �me 

and lives, the MALDI-TOF 

also substan�ally   

reduces cost. The typical 

cost of iden�fica�on was 

over ten dollars; now it is 

less than one dollar. The 

MALDI-TOF also prevents 

an�microbial resistance 

by allowing physicians to 

more effec�vely target 

an�bio�c therapy. 

Resistant superbugs are eliminated 

and good an�bio�c stewardship is 

achieved. 

The new MALDI-TOF 

technology represents 

our con�nued support of 

health care advancement 

in our growing region.”  

Colin Pritchard 

Alison Moscrop, Dr. Edith Blondel-Hill, Colin Pritchard, Lois Pritchard,  

Valerie Haldwell & Dr. Bing Wang 

The Celebrity Tennis Classic & Bocce Ball 

Tournament has been raising funds for 

Cardiac Care at KGH for eleven years.  

The event is hosted by Walley & 

MarieNa Lightbody and is a fun-filled 

weekend of tennis for all levels of 

players including a fantas�c fundraising 

dinner. 

This year, funds raised purchased a 

Cardiac/Respiratory Monitor for the 

hospital’s nursery.  This piece measures 

vital sta�s�cs including ECG, blood 

pressure, oxygen levels and arrhythmia. 

Sick babies staying in the ward will be 

beNer cared for with easier monitoring. 

An incredible amount of organiza�on is 

required to pull off such a jam-packed 

weekend of ac�vi�es and it couldn’t be 

done without the tremendous efforts of 

the volunteer commiNee.  Debbie Larry, 

single-handedly pulls together one of 

the best silent auc�ons in town – this 

year’s was valued at over $16,000! 

Many thanks to the commiNee,    

sponsors, volunteers, players and 

aNendees for your con�nued support.  

Matrix-Assisted Laser Desorp'on Ioniza'on  
Time of Flight (MALDI-TOF) Mass Spectrometer  

You may not be able to pronounce  
it, but it could save your life! 

This incredible new technology was brought to KGH thanks to generous 

support by The Colin & Lois Pritchard Founda�on and their partnership 

with the Central Okanagan Regional Hospital District. 

“ 

Holger Nierfeld in the Feature Match 


